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With this number of the Journal, commences the twenty-eighth volume
of the work. Through its entire existence, the patronage and kindness of
the medical public has been constantly manifested ; and its prosperity, andextensive circulation in the United States and foreign countries, have en-

couraged us to issue it on a much larger sheet than heretofore, and to make
such efforts to maintain its scientific character, as shall meet the approba-
tion, we trust, of an intelligent, liberal-minded profession.One of the advantages arising from the alteration, is that it will afford
superior facilities for advertisements. Objections have not unfrequentlybeen raised against their admission into the main body of the Journal ;—
and some have expressed an opinion that the actual reader, who took it
for the sole purpose of keeping pace with the current medical literature of
the times, was compelled to take pages of advertisements, in which he had
neither interest nor concern, to the exclusion of matter that rightfully be-
longed to him. Others have felt themselves aggrieved because they could
not maintain a perpetual advertisement, or such frequent notices as would
conduce to their success in a particular line of business, by the knowledgewhich physicians might have of them through the vehicle of a medical
journal. The publisher has endeavored to avoid encroaching upon the
pages of the Journal,and has devoted much less space to advertisements than
the orders of advertisers required. As the present plan of a distinct ad-
vertising sheet will probably accommodate all who may in future wish to
avail themselves of it, we hope to meet the expectations of all. It may be
understood, therefore, in future, that the advertisements of publishers, book-
sellers, druggists, instrument makers, importers, medical schools, hospitals,
societies, and all other medical notices, can have ready attention, and be
allowed to remain in type according to the directions of those who order
them.
It is necessary to add, that in consequence of the requisite increase of

expenditure, a more strict compliance with the subscription terms of the
Journal will hereafter be expected. As a preliminary step, the names of
many individuals who are variously in arrears will be erased from our
mailing book, until a settlement of their accounts is made. This number
of the Journal, with their bills enclosed, will be sent to all such, and they
are respectfully requested to forward the amounts due. The difficulty
among physicians in colleciing their own accounts, has in a great measure,
it is presumed, been the cause of the present unusual amount of delin-
quency. We are willing to make due allowance, as we have before stat-
ed, for this state of things ; but must again remind those who are indebted
for the Journal, of the great inconvenience to which we are in consequence
subjected, with the hope that they will, at least, do the best they'can to-
wards remedying it.

Report of the Superintendent of the Maine Insane Hospital.—Thfe
third annual report of the superintendent and physician of this hos-
pital, Dr. Isaac Ray, was made to the legislature of Maine in December,
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and is now published. According to the directors, the gross expenditures
in 1842, were $8,817 73 ; and thcv estimate the probable expenses of the
present year will be $8,254 72. The current expenses of the hospital
alone, aside from purchases for repairs of buildings, farm, or agricultural
implements, amount to only $1,061 03, which shows it to be an exceed-
ingly economically conducted charity. Dr. Ray says that the number of
patients in the hospital, Dec. 31, 1842, was 65 ; viz. 47 males, and 18
females. The largest number at any one time, 73 ; and the smallest, 50 ;
the average throughout the year, 62 1-6. After these statements, the
doctor makes general remarks upon the success of different institutions,
both at home and abroad, which are sensible and judicious, extending
through several pages of the report. His observations on the table intro-
duced, are those of a man who looks with a vigilant eye to the character
and influence of the one which the people of Maine have wisely placedunder his care.
We are well satisfied with Dr. Ray's general comments on the causes

of insanity, and transcribe a few lines, regretting that opportunity is not
presented for extracting more elaborately. " Insanity," he says, " is now

universally considered as a disease of the brain, in the production of which
we recognize two different orders of causes. In the first place, there is
the predisposition to the disease, founded on some organic peculiarity, not
well understood. We know that individuals greatly differ in this respect
—that the circumstances which completely disorder the mind of one

man, scarcely agitate that of another ; and that while one is constantly
on the verge of insanity, however quietly he may live, another is perfectly
safe from its attacks, though he may live perpetually in a whirlwind of
mental excitement." Having spoken of the distinctions between these
two orders of causes, and properly disposed of those convenient instru-
ments, intemperance, constitutional predisposition, domestic affliction, re-
ligious excitement, &c, he gives his own views in a summary manner.

Finally, after several acknowledgments to those who have been almoners
in various ways to the hospital, by attentions that conduced to the happi-
ness of the inmates, Dr. Ray closes the report, which is decidedly the best
that has come from the institution. No allusion is made to Dr. Knapp,
his predecessor, who came into office with singular energy, and walked
out again into utter professional forgetfulness. There is a strange mys-
tery hanging over his medical administration of the Maine Insane Hospi-
tal, that has not yet been understood in this region.

The Mother's Medical Guide in Children's Diseases.—But little had
been heard, for a long season, of that pattern of industry, Dr. William A.
Alcott, the author of several popular books on health and morals, till the ap-
pearance recently of the Mother's Medical Guide. Notwithstanding the
author's singular theories, and his anti-isms,—for he professes not to have
much respect for old customs or habits,either in eating, drinking, sleeping
or dressing,—he is a staunch advocate for human improvement, and la-
bors incessantly to bring about a change in the present state of society,
that shall conduce, as he thinks, to physical well-being, longevity and men-
tal activity. We have a respect for the doctor's kindness of heart, his sin-
cerity and universal philanthropy, although differing from him on many
subjects of general interest to mankind. His system of physiology is un-

like that which exerts the most influence in the world, and believing it to
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be far superior, it is not strange that he manifests a zealous regard for its ex-
tension. With a loftier purpose than actuates the mass of blind followers
of blind guides, who are constantly crying out against the luxury of the
age, and who starve themselves to be viewed as martyrs in the good cause
of regeneration, Dr. Alcott enjoys a character for Christian sincerity and
honesty, which even his enemies, if any there are, readily acknowledge.
This, however, is wandering from the object immediately before us.

The Mother's Medical Guide, from the accurate press of T. R. Marvin,
gives a concise and proper description of the various diseases to which
children are incident, in language that a mother will easily understand.
She is taught by it to manage her children judiciously, till she can procure
proper medical advice. The author does not aim, as we understand him,
to convert all the matrons in Christendom into doctresses, nor would he
encourage them to drug a child for the sake of being independent of the
regular profession ; simple means of alleviation are proposed, which will
often have the effect of saving them from the infliction of a deluge of
senseless doses, that quite as frequently kill as cure. Originality is not
pretended : good suggestions are collected from all respectable sources,
and adapted to the comprehension of judicious, common-sense mothers,
who will be wiser for having an intimate acquaintance with this well-con-
structed volume. We certainly wish the publisher good success in the
enterprise. The book is by no means beneath the attention of medical
practitioners, who may find lessons in it that will meet their warmest
approbation.

General Thera.peut.ics and Materia Medica.*—Two full-sized octavos,
one having 489 pages, and the other 515, adapted for a text-book, by Dr.
Dunglison, Professor of Institutes of Medicine, &c, in Jefferson Medical
College, were received last week. We have had frequent occasion to
speak of this gentleman's literary attainments and perseverance. He is
beginning to be, in medicine, what Sir Walter Scott was in fiction, the
most voluminous author of the age. The example of such indomitable,
untiring industry will have a good influence on the medical character of
this country.
The last production of his prolific pen, is in fact a second edition of his

popular system ofGeneral Therapeutics, which has been familiar to the pro-
fession, and now essentially improved by having incorporated with it an ac-

count of the different articles of the materia medica. A decided object
seems to have been, to construct a treatise expressly for the medical stu-
dent. There is no obscurity in the text—no mystifications, requiring half
a dozen other books to explain; but, on the contrary, a judicious arrange-
ment of such matter as must be understood by the student, yet perfectly
scientific in all its details.

Neurology in Albany.—From the Daily Evening Albany Journal, of
Jan. 28, which came to hand through the politeness of a correspondent,
the accompanying editorial article is taken. Without comment or curtail-

* General Therapeutics and Materia Medica, adapted for a Medical Text Book. By Robley Dungli-
son, M.l)., Prof., &c, &c, Jefferson Med. College. In 2 vols. 8vo. Philadelphia. Lea & Blanchard.
1643.
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ment, it is here introduced to show the success of the new science, in
one instance at least, in the capital of the empire state.
" This new philosophy, which has shot as far ahead of science as ' Mil-

lerism' is in advance of religion, received an ugly back-handed blow, last
evening, in the presence of its great teacher, Dr. Buchanan himself! The
rumor runs, that a Vermont youth, who is attending lectures in our med-
ical college, desirous of acquiring that wisdom which triumphs over ' all
the ills that flesh is heir to,' devoted himself for several weeks to the
wonder-working effects of Animal Magnetism, the professors of which
found him a most ' impressible' subject. The experiments tried upon this
subject, by all the masters of the mystery, were pronounced perfect.
They all pointed to him to establish the truth of their science. After
trying some very shallow experiments in ' Neurology' upon this ' subject,'last evening, he was called upon to state what his real experience had
been, and in reply, boldly pronounced the whole scheme a humbug ! He
said that for the last three months the ' Magnetizers' had been practising
upon him ; that finding him ' susceptible,' they had put him through all
their experiments ; and that they had pronounced him a genuine subject.
He added, that in all this time, and through all their operations, he had
not only never been asleep, but that he had never experienced the slightest
magnetic effect from their manipulations and mummeries ! The audience,
which was numerous and highly intelligent, expressed their sense of ob-
ligation to this gentleman for having thus successfully exposed a misera-
ble and pernicious scheme of charlatanism, by a hearty and emphatic vote
of thanks."

Abstinence from Drinks.—An article went the rounds of the newspaper
press, a few months since, in regard to Dr. Alcott's abstinence from drinks,
which was productive of all kinds of remark from all kinds of people.Happening to have an interview with the doctor about that period, we re-
quested him to furnish the Journal with the results of his experiment, for
such his protracted abstinence was intended to be, with reference to a

specific object. He has kindly complied, and an interesting narrative of
his personal experience on the feasibility of abstaining from all kinds of
drink, may be found in to-day's Journal.

The Albany Medical College.—A new catalogue and circular of the col-
lege is out. It shows that the institution is exceedingly prosperous, since
the class consisted of one hundred and four persons. In 1839, thirteen
took degrees ; in 1840, seventeen ; in 1841, thirty ; and at the close of the
late term, 27 were admitted to the degree of doctor in medicine. Two
years ago, the legislature of the State of New York granted $15,000 to-
wards the improvement of the building and the increase of the library,
museum, and apparatus. The collection of pathological models of Dr.
Thibert is exceedingly curious. A full course of lectures, commencing
the first Tuesday of October next, costs only $70, and the graduation fee
is fixed at $20.

Medical Miscellany.—Smallpox, say the exchange papers, is prevalent
at New Orleans ; as it is almost every where else the present winter.—A
poor man at Udina, in Friule, lying under the frightful tortures of hydro-
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phobia, is said to have been cured by draughts of vinegar, given by mis-
take, instead of something that had been ordered. A physician of Padua,
hearing of the event, tried the vinegar upon a patient lying in the hospi-
tal, who had been bitten by a rabid animal, and he was restored. No
great reliance, however, can be placed on these accounts.—A young Chi-
nese is about being sent to a London hospital, from the Celestial empire,
to obtain a knowledge of the art and mystery of surgery.—Dr. Buchanan,the neurologist, from Kentucky, is represented to be very successful in his
lectures at Albany. He will soon be in Boston, where animal magnetism
still thrives like a green bay-tree. Nothing promises such certain
profit as'experiments on Mesmerism, at ninepence a ticket, any where in
the neighborhood of the Marlboro' Chapel.—A child died in New York,
in consequence of having an application made to her head of arsenic and
whiskey, which had been recommended as an excellent remedy for an
eruption which she had. Red precipitate ointment was then liberally ap-
plied. The two produced violent retchings and vomition, ending in
death.—W. Home, M.D., Assistant StaffSurgeon, and S. Sampson, are the
medical gentlemen who issue the bulletins from the government, in the
city of Kingston, in regard to the health of the Governor-general of Can-
ada.—It seems that there has been a bit of a quarrel in the old medical
school, at Baltimore, between two of the faculty, Dr. Smith and Dr. Hall,
one the professor of surgery and the other of obstetrics. The correspond-
ent of the Boston Courier says that the students call the case by the sig-
nificant title of scalpel versus forceps. A sword cane was flourished on
the occasion, and some other demonstrations of pugnacity made. The
students are said to have parted the combatants.—Mrs. Deliverance War-
ren died recently at Redfield, N. T.. at the age of 104 years, 8 months,
and 10 days.—Henry Gorman died in Chester co., Penn., recently, of the
glanders, contracted from a horse which he bled, that had the disease.
Having a scratch on one finger, the poison was imbibed, which terminated
his life after severe sufferings, in about three weeks.—A second number
of Braithwaite's Retrospect of Practical Medicine and Surgery, is pub-lished by Adee & Estabrook, 160 Nassau Street, and a good work it is.
—It is proposed, it is understood, in New York, to constitute a medical
board, composed of six physicians and six surgeons, to be appointed bythe common council of the city, to whom shall be entrusted the manage-
ment of the almshouse and almshouse hospital.—A little girl, five yearsold, is on exhibition at the New York Museum, who has arrived at the
perfect state of womanhood. Her mammse are as fully developed as those
of a young woman of twenty. She is of a strumous habit, but, says Dr.
Houston, enjoys vigorous health.—A small girl in Cabotville, Mass.,
raised a brass pin in a violent paroxysm of coughing, which had been
swallowed, apparently, two years before. She is now perfectly well.—It
is now boldly asserted that the Chinese understood the true circulation of
the blood, two thousand years ago. They are also credited with havingfirst introduced inoculation.—Erysipelas is again'making its appearancein many places.

Number ni deaths in Boston for ihe week ending Feb. 4, 38.—Males, 15 ; Females. 23. Stiltliorii, 1..
Or consumption, 8—infantile, 2—smallpox, 4—marasmus, I—complication ol'diseases, 1—dropsy

on the brain, 3—canker, 1—palsv, I—disease in the head, 1—inflammation of the lioweld, 1—tumor,,1—croup, 4—pleurlsi-, 1—¡nsauitv, 1—measles, 1—stoppage in the bowels, 1—iiillntiinitlioii In, tuathroat. I—disease of the liniin,!—liver complaint, 1—dropsy in llie head, 1—debility, Î..Under 5 years, 17—between 5 and 20 years, 5—between 20 and 60 years, 15—over60. years, L
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M. Guerin's Quarrel on Tenotomy.—The French medical journals
have lately been very fully occupied with reports of discussions in the
Académie Royale de la Medicine on the subject of tenotomv, or the sec-
tion of the muscular tendons for the relief of club-foot and other of those de-
formities which are dependent in part on muscular contraction. M. Guerin
is the great apostle of this practice, the benefits of which he astutely main-
tains against MM. Velpeau, Bouvier, Gerdy, and other distinguished French
surgeons. According toM. Guerin there are two classes of tenotomists,—
the scientific and able, and the empirical, or ignorant operators—the mob-
tenotomists, the legitimate descendants of the barber-surgeon dynasty.
Under the first of these classes M. Guerin ranks himself, and, moreover,
demands to wear the crown alone, thinking no one worthy to be placed
either on his right or his left. The rest of his surgical brethren are, by him,
hustled, without distinction, into the second class, the class of the mob and
the barbers. M. Velpeau has proved, in examining the points under dis-
cussion in detail, that M. Guerin not only has propounded nothing that is
new, but, in fact, that the fixed laws and "grand principles" which he has
compelled us to listen to for years are nothing more than may be found in
surgical books generally, the authors of which never dreamed that they
were communicating in them anything 'hat was extraordinary. M. Guerin,
in fact, seems to have nothing remarkable to communicate, excepting when
he exaggerates, and then it is only remarkable that a man in his position
should allow himself to do so. However, M. Velpeau has inserted a pas-
sage in his " Medicine Opératoire" which M. Guerin finds to be an

unequivocal and invaluable testimony in support of his theory.—London
Lancet.

Increase and Treatment, of Cancer.—According to a report recently laid
by M. Fanchon before the French Academy of Sciences, cancer is a dis-
ease which appears to increase in frequency with the progress of civiliza-
tion. In 1830, 668 persons were said to have died of cancerous complaints
in the department of the Seine (comprising Paris and its immediate envi-
rons within a radius of five or six miles), which was 1.96 per cent, of the
deaths in the department for that year. In 1840, the number had risen to
889, or 2.4 per cent, of the total mortality. In Paris alone, in 1830, there
were 595 deaths from cancer, and in 1840 asmany as 779 deaths, or 2.54 per
cent, on the whole number of deaths. In the rest of the department of the
Seine 73 deaths took place in 1830; and in 1840, 110 deaths, or 1.63 per
cent. The main object of M. Fanchon's communication is to propose
means that may tend to arrest the mortality from tumors of the breast, su-
perseding either the necessity of operations thereon, or the employment
of caustic. Among other means he advises compression, and the conti-
nued application over the part affected of a muslin bag (sachet), containing
a powder composed of 1 part of iodide of potassium, 2 parts of chloride of
sodium, 2 of burnt sponge, in powder, and 8 of muriate of ammonia ; or,
at other times, the use of an absorbent powder, consisting of nitrate of po-
tass and Florentine orris root, 1 part each, and powdered burnt sponge, 20
parts. Thirty individuals treated by the above remedies are said to have
experienced such marked benefit as to require no operation, ultimately, for
the excision of the diseased organ. In some, though not many cases, the
mammary glands are stated to have become wholly absorbed, as an effect
of the applications.—Ibid.
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